
Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols 
with Holy Eucharist 

 

The cherished Advent tradition of Lessons and Carols began in 1918 with the Festival of 
Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve in the chapel of Kings College in Cambridge, England. 
Readings from Holy Scripture, hymns and seasonal choral music proclaim the coming of the 

Promised One. 
 

 
 

 
December 21, 2025 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You 
130 39th Ave. Pl. NW, Hickory, NC 28601 

(828) 324-1351 
 

Welcome to St. Alban’s. We are grateful for your presence. 
Cloth pew bags are available for our younger worshipers.  

Please return to the basket as you depart. 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve ~ Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

5:00 p.m. ~ A cherished service of Holy Eucharist with enchanting 
music from the bells, adult choir, and a string quartet.  

We end the evening with the moving tradition of candlelight 
during Silent Night. 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Day ~ Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

10:30 a.m. ~ Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Prelude           Of the Father’s Love Begotten                       David Blackwell 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Processional Hymn                Of the Father’s Love Begotten           arr. Hobby 
 

As the choir begins to process, please stand.  
People join in singing the following verse when invited by the choir director. 

 
Christ, to thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost to thee, 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving  
And unwearied praises be honor, glory and dominion,  

And eternal victory evermore and evermore. 
 

Opening Acclamation                BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect for Purity   (Celebrant says)                                           BCP p. 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn      O come, thou Branch                     Hymnal 56, verse 4 

The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11    (People sit) 
 

God comforts God’s people and calls on them to prepare for redemption. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
 says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
 that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD's hand 
 double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: 
 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 



 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all people shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
 6A voice says, "Cry out!" 
 And I said, "What shall I cry?" 
 All people are grass, 
 their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
 surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
 O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
 lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
 "Here is your God!" 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
 and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Anthem           Comfort, Comfort Now My People        arr. Trenney 
 
The Second Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10       
 
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us. 
 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 



 "Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you." 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
 but it shall be for God's people; 
 no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn        (People stand and sing)        Come Thou Long Expected Jesus         Hymnal 66 
       
The Third Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-15    (People sit) 
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us”. 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: "Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 
LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem             Lo, how a rose is blooming            arr. Black 
 
 
 



The Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9     
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Fifth Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25      (People remain seated) 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 



The Nicene Creed    (People stand)                 BCP p. 358 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Confession  (People stand or kneel)             BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
 
Absolution                      BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 
 



The Peace  (All stand.) 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 
Anthem                        Magnificat       arr. Ferguson  
              Garrett Chitwood-Trumpet   
              
Doxology   (People stand and sing as offering is presented)     Hymnal 380, verse 3 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all the creatures here below; praise him above the 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer A  (stand or kneel)       BCP p. 361 
 

 
The Celebrant continues 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sanctus                S130 
 

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world.  



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer                 BCP p. 363 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
 



Fraction Anthem                 BCP p. 364 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
Gluten free waters are available upon request at the altar rail. 

 

Two chalices are offered at the altar rail. The first one is offered to those who prefer to drink from the cup. 
The second chalice follows for those who prefer to intinct (dip) the wafer in the wine before consuming. 

Please hold the wafer in your open palm to indicate your preference to the server. 
 
The Communion of the People 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
 
Communion Anthem    In the Bleak Midwinter     arr. Anna Laura Pase  
       
Communion Hymn            Savior of the nations, come!          Hymnal 54 
 
Post-Communion Prayer                BCP p. 365 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
  



Recessional Hymn     People Look East                           WLP 724  
             

 
 

Dismissal                  BCP p. 366 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude         Praise to Jesus’ Hallowed Name                 J.S. Bach
        

We gather for refreshments in Ferebee Hall immediately following the service.  
Please join us as we create Gingerbread Houses! 



 
Ministers of the Service 

Jeff Mackie - Chalicist 
Jay Tate – Chalicist 

Suzanne Henson – Lector 
Libby Teague – Lector 
Tammy Shook – Lector 

Michael and Blake Camby - Acolytes 
Chris, Jacob, and Caleb Crenshaw - Acolytes 

Bill and Theresa Perrin - Ushers 
Terry Jennings – Sound/Stream 

_____________________________ 
 

Vestry Members 
Judy Caywood - Senior Warden  

Bill Perrin - Junior Warden  
Charlie Brantley 

Jane Earl  
Susan Hook  

Claudia Moore 

Ingrid Peake  
Bucky Robbins  
Bruce Smith  

Chris Oram - Vestry Clerk  
Ellen Robbins – Treasurer 

_____________________________ 
 

Those Who Serve You 
The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe - Presiding Bishop & Primate of The Episcopal Church 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin - Bishop, Diocese of Western NC 
The Rev. Jonathan Stepp - Priest-in-Charge 

Doug Brady - Organist 
Janet Dziesinski - Financial Administrator 

Cami Roberts - Director of Family Formation 
Tammy Shook - Director of Parish Music and Handbells 

Lauren Timmons - Associate Director of Parish Music and Cantorkids Director 
Kim Wagner – Parish Administrator 


