
The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

 
 

Holy Eucharist II 
 

December 7, 2025 
10:30 a.m. 

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You 
130 39th Ave. Pl. NW, Hickory, NC 28601 

(828) 324-1351 
 

Welcome to St. Alban’s. We are grateful for your presence. 
Cloth pew bags are available for our younger worshipers. 



Please return to the basket as you depart.  
Prelude​ ​ ​ ​      Comfort, comfort ye my people​ ​ ​ ​    David Lasky 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Processional Hymn ​ ​ ​      Comfort, comfort ye my people ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymnal 67 
 
Opening Acclamation ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect for Purity​ ​  (Celebrant says) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Trisagion ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    S102 
 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
 

The Collect of the Day ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 357 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-10​ ​ (The people sit.) 
 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,​
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.​
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,​
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,​
  the spirit of counsel and might,​
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.​
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.​
​

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see,​
  or decide by what his ears hear;​
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,​
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;​
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,​
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.​
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,​
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins.​



 6The wolf shall live with the lamb,​
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid,​
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together,​
  and a little child shall lead them.​
 7The cow and the bear shall graze,​
  their young shall lie down together;​
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.​
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,​
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.​
 9They will not hurt or destroy​
  on all my holy mountain;​
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD​
  as the waters cover the sea.​
​

  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
  

Reade
r 

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gradual: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19​ ​ (Sung in unison) 
 

 
 
 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, *​
  and your righteousness to the King’s Son;​
 2That he may rule your people righteously *​
  and the poor with justice;​
 3That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *​
  and the little hills bring righteousness.​
 4He shall defend the needy among the people; *​
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.​
 5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *​
  from one generation to another.​
 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *​
  like showers that water the earth.​
 7In his time shall the righteous flourish; *​
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.​
 18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, *​
  who alone does wondrous deeds!​
 19And blessed be his glorious Name forever, *​
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
The Epistle:  Romans 15:4-13​ ​ (The people sit.) 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one 



voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.​
  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ​
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,​
  and sing praises to your name”;​
10and again he says, ​
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;​
11and again, ​
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,​
  and let all the peoples praise him”;​
12and again Isaiah says, ​
 “The root of Jesse shall come,​
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;​
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.”​
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Reade
r 

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn ​ ​ ​ There's a voice in the wilderness crying  ​ ​ ​       Hymnal 75 
 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12​ ​ (All stand.) 
 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Peopl
e 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ​
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:​
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,​
  make his paths straight.’ ”​
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.​
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire.​
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Peopl
e 

Praise to you, Lord 
Christ. 

  



The Sermon ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        The Rev. Jonathan Stepp  
 
 
The Nicene Creed ​ ​ (All stand.)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 358 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People​ ​ Form I​         (People stand or kneel) 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the world and for the welfare of the holy Church of God. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, for 
The Church of Bangladesh and in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, for Church of the Incarnation, Highlands, and 
for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Sarah, Archbishop-elect of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, Father Jonathan, the 
staff of St. Alban’s, and for all bishops, priests, deacons, and other ministers, let us pray to the Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the leaders of our nation, state, and city. For the leaders of all nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or through outer space, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, especially those on our 
parish prayer list, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of Blessed Alban and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God. 
 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
 

Confession of Sin ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 359 
 

Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
 
Absolution​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         BCP. 360 

Celebrant ​ Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

The Peace ​ ​ (All stand)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 360 
 



Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 
you. 

People And also with you. 
 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
Anthem​ ​ ​ ​ ​          Prepare Ye​ ​ ​ ​            Marc Robinson 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Kevin Barlowe and Kathy Shirilla, soloists 
 

Doxology​ ​ ​         (People stand as the offering is presented)​ ​      Hymn 380, verse 3 
 
The Great Thanksgiving​          Eucharistic Prayer A  ​  (Stand or kneel)​  ​ ​      BCP p. 369 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   S-125 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 
 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer ​  
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Fraction Anthem ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 364 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The Celebrant says 



The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

Gluten free waters are available upon request at the altar rail. 
Two chalices are offered at the altar rail. The first one is offered to those who prefer to drink from the cup. 

The second chalice follows for those who prefer to intinct (dip) the wafer in the wine before consuming. 
 

Please hold the wafer in your open palm to indicate your preference to the server. 
Communion Hymn ​ ​ ​ ​ The desert shall rejoice ​ ​ ​ ​         WLP 722 
 

 
Post-Communion Prayer ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 365 
 
The Blessing  
 
Post-Communion Hymn ​ ​ ​ Prepare the way, O Zion ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymnal 65 
 
Dismissal ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      BCP p. 366 



 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Peopl
e 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Postlude​ ​ ​ ​          Oh thee of God the Father​ ​ ​ ​          J.S. Bach 
 

Join us in the Commons Room immediately following the service for refreshments! 
All are welcome to participate and check out the kiosk for more ways to Walk in Love! 

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Streaming permission through One License- 722561-A. 

 
 

Ministers of the Service 
 

Connie Love - Chalicist 
Mary Michele Millholen – Chalicist 

Amy Campbell - Lector 
Ethan, Genevieve, and Ali Melon – Acolytes 

Noah and Sadie VanBeurden - Acolytes 
Jan Houck – Usher 

Jay Tate - Usher 
Chuck Camby – Sound/Streaming 

 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Vestry Members 
 

Judy Caywood - Senior Warden 
Bill Perrin - Junior Warden 

Charlie Brantley 
Jane Earl 

Susan Hook 
Claudia Moore 

Ingrid Peake 
Bucky Robbins 

Bruce Smith 
Chris Oram - Vestry Clerk 
Ellen Robbins – Treasurer 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Those Who Serve You 
 

The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe - Presiding Bishop & Primate of The Episcopal Church 
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin - Bishop, Diocese of Western NC 

The Rev. Jonathan Stepp - Priest-in-Charge 
Doug Brady - Organist 

Janet Dziesinski - Financial Administrator 
Cami Roberts - Director of Family Formation 

Tammy Shook - Director of Parish Music and Handbells 
Lauren Timmons - Associate Director of Parish Music and CantorKids Director 

Kim Wagner – Parish Administrator 
 
 


