The First Sunday in Lent
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Holy Eucharist I1
February 22, 2026
10:30 a.m.

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You
130 39+ Ave. Pl. NW, Hickory, NC 28601
(828) 324-1351

Welcome to St. Alban’s. We are grateful for your presence.
Cloth pew bags are available for our younger worshipers.
Please return to the basket as you depart.



Prelude O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall J.S. Bach

The Liturgy of the Word

Processional Hymn Lord, who throughout these forty days Hymnal 142
A Penitential Order

Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;

People His mercy endures for ever.

The Celebrant says

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is
this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31

Confession of Sin BCP p. 351

The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Trisagion S-102

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day BCP p. 357
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us who
are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you
mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.



First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 (The people sit.)

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. '°’And the LORD God
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; '"but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” “The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; ‘but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not die; “for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” °So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Gradual: Psalm 32 (Sung in unison)
Jerome Webster Meachen (b. 1930)
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'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!
’Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
‘While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.
‘For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
“Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.
°I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
"Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
“You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
“Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”
""Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
’Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.



Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19 (The people sit.)

1?Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all
because all have sinned—'’sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no
law. “Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.

“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more
surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.
®*And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. '"If, because of the one man’s
trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

“Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. "For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Forty days and forty nights Hymnal 150
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 (All stand.)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'After Jesus was baptized, he was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil."He fasted
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. ‘The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” ‘But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”
“Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, °saying to him, “If
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
’Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
*Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; “and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” "*Jesus said to
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

29

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Jonathan Stepp



The Nicene Creed (All stand.) BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form I (People stand or kneel.) BCP p. 383
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, Fr. Jonathan, and the staff of
St. Alban’s, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the leaders of our community, state, and nation, and for the leaders of all nations, and for all in authority, let
us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or through outer space, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, especially those on
our parish prayer list, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially Betty Clark, and for all the departed, let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.

Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Alban and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and
one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace (All stand.) BCP p. 360

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



The Holy Communion

Anthem Forty Days and Forty Nights Harrison Oxley

Doxology (People stand as the offering is presented) Hymn 380, verse 3

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

Offertory Sentence
Celebrant All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own we give to you.
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A (Stand or kneel) BCP p. 361
l Celebrant People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People S-129

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son
Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Celebrant People
i ~
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A-men.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 363
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.



Fraction Anthem S-164

ﬁ t : — A N — T T
éd e e
3 4 o 3 4 o [ — o o o t 8
/ Y/ / /
Je - sus, Lamb of God: have mer - c¢y on us.
N N N D4
o8 8 5 e S 5 8 . 8° 205 e
e
t : t N— e N[ | ‘
b M D e e e i ]
e o o $ % o o o 4 ® o | Sy
/ / / / /
Je - sus, bear - er of  our sins: have mer - ¢y on us.
N N N N\ = N T
o 8 8 5 et T 8 8 $ ° e %8 e
e = e+
é# t —" N t N N — T T
..s.s.ls-::ls.‘lss,,;ls:l |
/ Y I S . b S
Je - sus, re - deem -er, re - deem - er of the world:
\ \
9:” o s . : : +® o 0\ o o\ o~ e
= = slte o ./.Irw;' |
ﬁ I~ N i 11 =~ t t
- ; — g | ® o : C— — = =
s =
1% —
g‘i\'k‘ us )'()lll' I)('E\(‘(" g;l\(‘ us '\'()lll‘ l)(‘il(‘(‘.
\ — —— g— \
o ¥ S e 28 SCteete g g - -
RESSE L s s === ===

The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.
Gluten free waters are available upon request at the altar rail.

Two chalices are offered at the altar rail. The first one is offered to those who prefer to drink from the cup.
The second chalice follow for those who prefer to intinct (dip) the wafer in the wine before consuming.

Please hold the wafer in your open palm to indicate your preference to the server.

Communion Hymn My God, thy table now is spread Hymnal 321
The Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 365
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you,
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



Solemn Prayer over the People (Bow down before the Lord)

Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in your strength,
so that they may rejoice forever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recessional Hymn A mighty fortress is our God Hymnal 688

Dismissal BCP p. 366
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Marziale in E minor Charles H. Rinck

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Streaming permission through One License- 722561-A

Ministers of the Service

Celebrant: The Rev. Jonathan Stepp
Cynthia Haas — Chalicist
John Leach — Chalicist
Amy Campbell — Lector
Joey, Lila, and Sam Abel — Acolytes
Maverick and Griffin Worley — Acolytes
Randy and Dana Truitt — Ushers
Chuck Camby - Sound/Streaming

Vestry Members

Bill Perrin - Senior Warden
Charlie Brantley - Junior Warden
Judy Caywood
Daniel Minch
Claudia Moore
Patrick Richart
Bucky Robbins
Kay Sigmon
Bruce Smith
Chris Oram - Vestry Clerk
Ellen Robbins — Treasurer

Those Who Serve You

The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe - Presiding Bishop & Primate of The Episcopal Church
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin - Bishop, Diocese of Western NC
The Rev. Jonathan Stepp - Priest-in-Charge
Doug Brady - Organist

Janet Dziesinski - Financial Administrator

Cami Roberts - Director of Family Formation

Tammy Shook - Director of Parish Music and Handbells
Lauren Timmons - Associate Director of Parish Music and CantorKids Director
Kim Wagner — Parish Administrator



